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The Higher Education of the African American Women
Higher education is very important in the economic sustainability and the development of the society. As the decades folds and unfolds, the need for a society that is well education continues to increase exponentially. Higher education as a fountain of knowledge leads to the fostering of innovation and avails the required skills for the economy. When such skills are proficiently applied, the society gains through an increase in the economic growth and development. Higher education facilitates improved standards of livings and is seen as that which contributes to solving not only the societal problems but also the global needs. Higher education has been described as that which drives competitiveness, prosperity, and performance. The African America Women are part of the country’s success story.
Higher education has benefited the American economy in a number of ways. It has helped in the creation of a quality workforce. Higher education helps in making individuals become productive in the American economy. It prepares individuals to become competitive in the labour market. Higher education enables the trained labour to keep up with the needs in the economy and helps address the economic needs through fostering innovations (Deborah, pg. 36). Above all, Higher education facilitates learning that is lifelong such that the trained will always be adapting to the needs of the economy. Higher education also helps to support business and industries in America. An increase in the embracing of higher education in America has ensured that new jobs are always being created. It is always said that when you educate a woman you have empowered the entire society. Higher education has helped in the transformation of the economy by ensuring that labour is being trained as per the needs of the created jobs and that the dynamic changes of the American industries are met by adaptive labour. Higher education has also been very instrumental in conducting of researches and the promotion of technology. Higher education`s main mission is to ensure that technology and innovations are facilitated. Increase in research and technology has ensured that the societal needs have always been addressed.
The American Dream towards achieving sustainable economic development through higher education is alive and well as the African American women are doing very well in the higher education since they were allowed to attend universities. African American women, who have always been marginalized in the American history, are now making good progress in college graduation rates. Based on the number of degree attainable rate by the African American Women, there has been a notable increase among the African American women. Of all the bachelor’s degrees that were attained by the African American, the African American woman attained 66% of these degrees by the year 2010. Compared to African American male counterparts, the African American Women have increased in the admission to higher education. When the number of the education African American increases, the literacy level in the country will increase tremendously. The increased trend in the women enrolment in higher education institutions is an indication that the American dream of 100% literacy level is being achieved.
In the history of America, African Americans let alone black women were prohibited from participating in higher education. While today the number of Black women in the universities has increased, the access of this marginalized group to higher education was as a result of a constant struggle. By the year 1900, only 2000 African Americans males had been conferred higher education degrees. In the year 1931, Jane Matilda Bolin became the first American woman to graduate from Yale law school and she became the first black woman judge in the year 1939. The University of Pennsylvania graduated its first black woman with MBA in the year in 1953 from the Wharton School. Sylvia. A.  Boone became the first black woman to be a Yale university faculty member in the year 1988. Ross Barnet was made the first black female to be the president of the University of Houston. She was the first black woman to head a big university. The fight for the struggle of black women to be allowed to participate in higher education was with major challenges and black women were not allowed to attend university education in an easy way. “The black women have embraced higher education with positivity and enthusiasm no wonder they are defeating their male counterparts both in university admission rates and in degree completion rates.” (Spring, Joel, pg. 20)
The American society has greatly benefitted by allowing black women to engage in higher education. The decision to allow black women to participate in higher education has made the American society to tap into one of its promising potentials that it had failed to tap for a very long time. There has been an increase in the income of black women which has translated to a higher GDP being realized. The allowing of black women to participate in higher education has led to the empowerment of this category of people leading to higher living standards among them and to the whole American society in general. The society has greatly benefitted since research has shown that there has been an increase in social development since women were allowed to participate in higher education. The allowing of the African American women to participate in higher education has increased the productive capacity of America as a nation.  Social cohesion has also been strengthened as the gap between the rich and the poor has been greatly reduced through black women participating in higher education. The American society has become more integrated and social vices such as racism have been greatly reduced by allowing the black women to participate in higher education (Quinn et al, pg. 115).
The American dream has indeed been kept alive by the participation of black women in higher education. The African American women continue to explore their potential in higher education and are proving that it was wrong for them to be denied an opportunity to participate in the development of American economy and society.
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